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Agenda
Overview:

• What is a Local Plan?

• Where are Lancaster City Council in the process?

• What are we doing next?

• What is green infrastructure?

• New Local Green Space Designation

• Proposals Map

Workshop



What is a Local Plan?
Sets the planning policy for the district:

• Allocates land to meet the future development needs of 
the district, including locations for employment, housing, 
leisure and retail opportunities;

• Identifies settlement boundaries;

• Allocates areas of environmental and historic importance 
which should be protected and enhanced;

• Establishes the detailed design and sustainability criteria 
that the council will use when determining planning 
applications

The existing Local Plan was adopted by the Council in 2004



Current Development Plan for the district consists of:

• Saved policies of the 2004 adopted Local Plan

• Lancaster District Core Strategy (2008)

• Development Management document (2014)

• Morecambe Area Action Plan (2014)

These DPDs are also supported by a number of Supplementary 
Planning Documents (SPDs) including:

• SPD on Meeting Housing Needs

Where are Lancaster City Council in the process?



New Local Plan for the District

The Council is working on the preparation of five key 
documents which will collectively form the district’s 
Local Plan and will supersede the Core Strategy:

– Development Management DPD (adopted)
– Morecambe Area Action Plan DPD (adopted)
– Land Allocations DPD
– Arnside and Silverdale AONB DPD
– Gypsy and Traveller Accommodation DPD



What are we doing next?

Continuing to progress preparation of the Land Allocations 
Document.

Stage where lines get drawn on the map!

Undertook preferred Options consultation in October 2012

Since then the council have undertaken further work on its 
evidence base, primarily in relation to future employment 
and housing land.

Undertook further consultation work on meeting housing 
needs in June/July 2014 – Spatial Options Consultation



Spatial Options Consultation

Consultation concluded that options for growth are in fact extremely limited.

Flood zones

• The district is vulnerable to flooding from 
both rivers and the sea

• 27% of the district lies within Flood Zone 2 
or 3



Land Allocations Document

Landscape Designations

• 47% of the district is covered by 
the Arnside and Silverdale and the 
Forest of Bowland AONBs.

• The proposed extension for the 
Yorkshire dales National Park will 
cover an additional 22.8km² of the 
district.

• Almost 54% of the district could 
be covered by a landscape 
designation by the end of 2015.



Land Allocations Document
Environmental Designations

The district is rich biodiversity:
•Ramsar sites
•Special Areas of Conservation
•Special Protection Areas
•Sites of Special Scientific Interest
•Biological Heritage Sites
•Nature Improvement Area

52% of the district is covered by an 
environmental designation.



Land Allocations Document

Green Belt

• The North Lancashire Green Belt 
covers 17.4 km² or just less than 
3% of the district.



Land Allocations Document



What are we doing next?

Busy reviewing consultation comments and new sources of information including the 
2014 national population projections and the council’s new employment land 
evidence base.

Will be looking to refine the spatial options identified over the summer and finalise a 
draft Land Allocations document for the district.

Anticipate consulting on this in early 2016.



Planning for future green space
As well as planning for future development needs the Land Allocations 
also places great importance on identifying and protecting the district’s 
natural environment.

Recognises the importance of a strategically planned and delivered 
network of high quality green spaces and environmental features and 
the role of them in delivering a wide range of environmental and 
quality of life benefits e.g.:

• Places for outdoor relaxation and play,
• Space and habitat for wildlife,
• Climate change adaptation,
• Local food production,
• Improved health and well being.



Planning for future green space

Already undertaken considerable work on identifying existing green space provision in 
the district and opportunities for new provision.

In 2012 we consulted on a Preferred Options Land Allocations document for the 
district. This identified a range of environmental designations for the district.

• Allotment provision

• Areas of active recreation

• Amenity areas

• Green space networks/local ecological networks

• Nature Improvement Area

• Local Green Spaces

• Key Urban Landscapes



Local Green Space

In addition to allocations identified in the Preferred Options document we are also now 
exploring the potential for a new designation in the district – Local Green Space

Introduced in the NPPF in 2012 the designation allows communities, through the Local 
Plan process, to identify areas of local green space which are important to them and 
which should be provided special protection.

Paragraph 76 of the NPPF:

‘Local communities through local and neighbourhood plans should be able to identify 
for special protection green areas of particular importance to them’ 



Local Green Space

The NPPF makes it clear that the designation will not be appropriate to most green 
areas or areas of open space.

Designed to identify those areas of special importance to the community. 

Offers the opportunity for an additional level of protection above that identified by 
existing designations.

Once designated the NPPF states that local policy for managing development within 
a Local Green Space should be consistent with policy for Green Belt

Can only be designated through the Land Allocations process.



NPPF states that Local Green Space should only really be used in the following 
circumstances:

• Where the green space is in reasonably close proximity to the community 
which it serves;

• Where the green area is demonstrably special to the local community and 
holds a particular local significance, for example because of:

– its beauty, 
– Historic significance,
– Recreational value,
– Tranquillity it provides, or
– Richness of its wildlife

• Where the green area concerned is local in character and is not an extensive 
tract of land

Local Green Space



Currently consulting on a Local Green Space Methodology

This is available to comment on for 5 weeks from the 19th January to the 27th February.

Identifies 4 stages

Local Green Space Methodology



Local Green Space Methodology





Local Green Space Methodology
Test 4 – Can the site be shown to be demonstrably special to a local community. 

To meet this requirement the council would expect the space to meet one or more of 
the following criteria:

• Beauty 

• Historic significance

• Recreational value

• Tranquillity

• Richness of wildlife

• Other reasons

We will be establishing a Local Green Space Working Group to help the assessment of 
sites under test 4.



Local Green Space - Timetable

Consult on draft Methodology - 19th January – 27th February 

Call for Sites - March – April 

Assessment of sites - May – September

Prepare Draft Land Allocations DPD September – December

Consult on Draft Land Allocations Early 2016



Existing proposals map





Ecological, Landscape and Open Space types
International Ramsar sites

Special Areas of Conservation
Special Protection Areas

National Nature Improvement Areas
National Nature Reserves
Local Nature Reserves (Declared)
Sites of Special Scientific Interest
National Parks
Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty

Regional Biological Heritage Sites
Ecological Networks

Local Local Green Spaces
Key Urban Landscapes
Green Space Network
Open Space evidence base (PPG17 Study)
Local Nature Reserves (Undeclared)



Ecological Networks
• Lawton’s ‘Making Space for Nature’ review (2010)
• National Planning Policy Framework (2012) para. 109, 113, 117 and 165.
• Lancashire County Council are preparing mapping and a technical report for 

the following ecological networks:
 Grassland
 Woodland
 Wetlands
 Heath

• Policy DM 27: Protection and Enhancement of Biodiversity in adopted 
Development Management DPD

• Morecambe Bay Limestone and Wetlands Nature Improvement Area



Workshop
• Split into two groups

• Use the proposals map to:

• Discuss and identify what existing areas of green space may warrant 
additional protection as a Local Green Space

• Are there any areas missing which should be included and designated as a 
Local Green Space?

• Consider and identify existing green and blue corridors in the district?
• Identify opportunities for new corridors to be developed?

• Especially interested in blue spaces – identify water features (e.g. ponds, 
lakes, swales)



Any questions?


