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Open Space Assessment Report 2018



Methodology
Map of Analysis Areas



Open Space Typologies

Typology Primary purpose Description 

Parks and gardens Accessible, high quality opportunities for recreation 

and community events

High profile examples include Williamson Park, Happy Mount 

Park and Greaves Park

Natural and semi-natural 

greenspaces

Wildlife conservation, biodiversity and environmental 

education and awareness. 

Includes sites such as nature reserves like Middleton and 

Heysham as well as more informal provision such as 

woodlands and grasslands

Amenity greenspace Opportunities for informal activities close to home or 

work or enhancement of the appearance of 

residential or other areas.

Mown grassed areas often within or close to housing. 

Recreation grounds and playing fields are often included 

within this category.

Provision for children and young 

people

Designed primarily for play and social interaction for 

children and young people, such as equipped play 

areas, MUGAs, skateparks and informal football 

areas.

Includes equipped play areas, Multi-Use Games Areas 

(MUGAs), skate parks and informal football areas.

Allotments and community 

gardens

Opportunities for those who wish to grow their own 

produce as part of the long term promotion of 

sustainability, health and social inclusion.

Areas for growing produce such as allotments and 

community gardens like Cork Road Allotments and Fairfield 

Allotments.

Cemeteries, disused 

churchyards and other burial 

grounds

Quiet contemplation and burial of the dead, often 

linked to the promotion of wildlife conservation and 

biodiversity.

Includes active burial provision such as cemeteries and 

closed sites like churchyards

Green corridors Routes which provide for walking, cycling or horse 

riding, whether for leisure purposes or travel. May 

also offer opportunities for wildlife mitigation.

Examples in the area include Lancaster Canal and River 

Lune.

Coastal areas Land adjoing or near to the sea. Coastline including a range of spaces and sites around 

Morecambe Bay.

Significant other land Areas of land helping to provide breaks in the urban 

form and to define character of local area. 

Important areas of green space within the urban area or 

fringes which has significance but which may not have public 

access like grazing land and urban woodlands 



 Quantity

 All known open space sites (including provision for children and young people) are 
identified and mapped. 

 Only sites publicly accessible are included (i.e. private sites or land, which people 
cannot access, are not included). 

 Each site is classified based on its primary open space purpose, so that each type 
of space is counted only once.

 A total of 440 sites are identified and included within the study.

 Accessibility

 The target catchment area / distance for each individual typology.

 Established through Local surveys, feedback and national standards.

 No catchments are set for the typologies of cemeteries or green corridors. 

 It is difficult to assess such typologies against catchment areas due to their nature and 
usage. 

 For cemeteries, provision should be determined by demand for burial space. 



 Quality

• For the provision for children and young people, criteria are also built around the 

Green Flag. It is a non-technical visual assessment of the whole site, including general 

equipment and surface quality/appearance plus an assessment of, for example, bench 

and bin provision

• Sample site visit assessments were undertaken. This included visits to all play provision 

for children and young people, the five main parks and a sample of 15 sites each of 

amenity greenspace and natural and semi-natural greenspaces. 



 Value of the Site

 Context of the site i.e. its accessibility, scarcity value and historic value. 

 Level and type of use. 

 The wider benefits it generates for people, biodiversity and the wider 

environment.



 Identifying local need (demand) 

 Combination of face-to-face meetings, surveys and telephone interviews.

 Key local authority officers

 Town/parish councils

 An online communities survey, received 292 responses. 

 The Lancaster Green Spaces Forum

 The findings of the consultations were used, reviewed and interpreted to further 

support the results of the quality and value assessment.



Differences form 2010 Report

 Change in guidance has provided increased flexibility to reflex local 

requirements

 Change in Analysis Areas

 Introduction of two new typologies; Coastal areas and significant other areas

 Not all sites assessed for quality



Summary of Sites

Open space typology Number of sites Total amount (hectares)

Park and gardens 13 56

Natural & semi-natural greenspace
101 748

Amenity greenspace 90 88

Provision for children & young

people

109 11

Allotments and community gardens
23 22

Cemeteries/churchyards 63 39

Green corridors 13 142

Coastal areas 8 n/a

Significant other land 17 95

TOTAL 440 1,201



Parks and Gardens



 There are 13 sites classified as parks and gardens totalling over 55 hectares. This is an equivalent to 

0.39 ha per 1,000 population.

 Proportionally, more provision is located in Lancaster (0.91 ha per 1,000 population) compared to 

Heysham and Morecambe (0.14 ha per 1,000 population) or Carnforth/Rural (0.001 ha per 1,000 

population). 

 FIT suggests a standard of 0.80 ha per 1,000 population. Overall, only the Lancaster Analysis Area 

meets the FIT standard.

 Catchment mapping shows the majority of higher population density areas are covered by the 

catchments applied. However, there are gaps identified to the south of Morecambe as well we 

Heysham and Carnforth areas.  

 All five-assessed park and garden sites rate above the threshold for both quality and value. In 

particular, both Williamson Park and Happy Mount Park rate well for quality and value. Both sites have 

Green Flag Award status

 Friends groups are identified at all five sites. These are widely recognised as adding to the overall 

quality and value of park sites. Such groups often provide added value through additional maintenance 

and access to funding opportunities to further add to a site.

 All assessed sites score highly for value, with the important social interaction, health benefits, 

ecological value and sense of place sites offer being recognised.



Natural and Semi-Natural Green Space



 There are 101 natural and semi-natural greenspace sites covering over 747 hectares. 

 Proportionally, more provision is located in Carnforth/Rural (14.51 ha per 1,000 population) 

compared to Lancaster (1.79 ha per 1,000 population) or Heysham and Morecambe (1.46 ha per 

1,000 population) 

 FIT suggests a standard of 1.80 ha per 1,000 population. Overall, there is 5.25 ha per 1,000 

population across the area. Only the Heysham and Morecambe Analysis Area does not meet the FIT 

standard.

 There is a good distribution of natural and semi-natural sites across the area. No gaps in catchment 

mapping are highlighted from the catchment mapping. 

 There are currently several sites recognised for their conservation role and habitat promotion. 

 Of the natural and semi-natural sites assessed, a total of seven sites (50%) rate above the threshold 

set for quality. There are also seven sites that rate below the quality threshold. 

 All but one assessed site (93%) rate above the threshold for value. Carnforth Biological Heritage site 

scores below the threshold for quality. However, it still offers a habitat role.

 The high proportion of sites to rate above the threshold for value, demonstrates the added benefit 

natural and semi-natural greenspaces can provide especially in terms of contributing to flora and 

fauna, providing habitats and breaking up the urban form. Larger sites may also provide a good 

recreational offer.  



Amenity Greenspace



 There are 93 amenity greenspace sites equating to over 88 hectares of provision. 

 Proportionally, more provision is located in Lancaster (0.88 ha per 1,000 population) 

compared to Carnforth/Rural (0.58 ha per 1,000 population) or Heysham and Morecambe 

(0.37 ha per 1,000 population). 

 FIT suggests a standard of 0.60 ha per 1,000 population. Overall, the Lancaster District is 

almost level with 0.62 ha per 1,000 population. Only the Lancaster Analysis Area individually 

meets the FIT standard.

 Mapping demonstrates a good distribution of amenity greenspace across the area. Very minor 

gaps from catchment mapping are noted in the Carnforth area.

 Over two thirds (69%) of amenity greenspace sites assessed rate above the threshold for 

quality. The majority of sites to score lower for quality are due to poor surfaces often as a 

result of drainage issues.

 In addition to its multifunctional role, amenity greenspace makes a valuable contribution to 

visual aesthetics for communities – hence all assessed sites rate above the value threshold. 

 Some of the lowest scoring sites for quality also are the lowest scoring sites for value despite 

still scoring above the threshold for value.



Provision for Children and Young People





 There are 109 play sites identified; a total of over 11 hectares.

 Most play provision is identified as being of Children’s Play (63%) classification.

 There is a good spread of provision across the area. All areas with a greater 

population density are within walking distance of a form of play provision. 

 However, a lack of youth provision is highlighted. This is especially observed in the 

Morecambe and Heysham, and Lancaster areas.

 A greater proportion of play sites (89%) rate above the threshold for quality. Lower 

quality scoring sites tends to reflect a lack in and/or range of equipment and/or its 

general condition. 

 The majority of play provision (95%) rates above the threshold for value; reflecting 

the social, healthy and developmental benefits provision can provide.



Allotments and Community Gardens



 There are 23 sites: equating to more than 22 hectares 

 Current provision of 0.15 hectares per 1,000 population is below the National Society of 

Allotment and Leisure Gardeners (NSALG) recommended amount (0.25 hectares per 

1,000 people). However, the Lancaster Analysis Area does meet the standard with 0.28 

hectares per 1,000 population.

 Catchment mapping highlights gaps in provision in the Morecambe and Heysham, and 

Carnforth/Rural areas.

 Waiting list figures for allotments across the area suggests supply is not meeting 

demand. 

 The value of allotments and community gardens is widely recognised due to the 

associated social inclusion, health benefits and the sense of place they offer.



Cemeteries



 There are 63 cemeteries and churchyards, equating to over 39 hectares.

 The largest cemetery is Lancaster Cemetery (7.30 hectares). It is one of seven

cemetery sites maintained by the City Council.

 No standards are set for cemeteries. The need for additional cemetery provision 

should be driven by the requirement for burial demand and capacity. There is believed 

to be sufficient burial capacity available for the area.



Green Corridors



 13 green corridors identified; totalling over 142 hectares and an equivalent to over 59 km.

 The Lancaster Canal and River Lune are the two key forms of provision. Together they 

account for 92% of green corridor provision. 

 Green corridors are covered as part of the outdoor network category in the communities’ 

survey. Outdoor networks are regarded by respondents as being very important, similar to 

parks and nature reserves, with 83% of respondents rating provision as very important.

 Green corridors also offer important habitat corridors and wildlife benefits.



Coastal Areas



 The coastline is a significant contributor to the identity and characteristics of the 

Lancaster District. Noticeably the benefits to ecology and tourism are widely recognised.

 Many of the key features of the coastline relate to nature conservation and habitat 

promotion. Several sites are identified as providing natural habitat opportunities; 

particularly with some stretches forming part of the Arnside and Silverdale AONB.

 Of particular significance is the designation of Morecambe Bay as an SPA and RAMSAR 

site (i.e. a wetland site of international importance).

 Heysham coastline is of significant historical importance mainly due to the presence of St 

Patricks Chapel (believed to date back to the mid-8th Century)

 Heysham Port has commercial activity and acts as a passenger gateway to the Isle of 

Man and Ireland

 Morecambe coastline provides a significant tourism attraction and economic centre



Significant Other Land



 There are 17 forms of other significant land identified; totalling over 95 hectares and deliver a 

variety of functions.

 Sites are predominantly focused around the areas of Lancaster and Heysham and 

Morecambe. 

 They cover a range of uses from grazing land to the former landfill site at Salt Ayre to historic 

sites at Ripley Heights. These have the potential for recreational use. 



Location of the Assessment Report

 http://planningdocs.lancaster.gov.uk/AniteIM.Websearch/Results.aspx

 Lancaster City Council

 Planning

 Local Plan

 Evidence, monitoring and information

 Sport and Recreation Studies

http://planningdocs.lancaster.gov.uk/AniteIM.Websearch/Results.aspx


Open Space Standards Report 2018



Typology Recommended Quantity 

Standards 

(ha per 1,000 population)

Parks & gardens 0.39

Natural & semi-natural greenspace 2.52

Amenity greenspace 0.62

Allotment and community gardens 0.15

Provision for 

children & young 

people 

Children’s play 0.04

Young people (dedicated)
0.04

Quantity



Analysis area Parks and gardens Natural and Semi Natural 

Greenspace

Amenity greenspace Allotments & 

community gardens

(Hectares per 1000 population)

0.39 2.52 0.62 0.15

Current 

provision
+ / -

Current 

provision
+ / -

Current 

provision
+ / -

Current 

provision
+ / -

Lancaster 
0.91 + 0.52 1.79 - 0.73 0.88 +0.26 0.29 +0.14

Heysham & 

Morecambe

0.16 -0.23 1.46 - 1.06 0.37 -0.25 0.09 -0.06

Carnforth/ Rural
0.00 - 0.39 14.52 +12.00 0.58 -0.04 0.06 -0.09

Current provision against recommended quantity standards



Analysis area Children’s play Young people (dedicated)

(Hectares per 1000 population)

0.04
0.04

Current provision + / - Current provision + / -

Lancaster 
0.05 +0.01 0.009 -0.031

Heysham & Morecambe
0.07 +0.03 0.02 -0.02

Carnforth/ Rural
0.08 +0.04 0.003 -0.037

Current provision against recommended quantity standards



Open space typology Hierarchy Accessibility standard

Parks & Gardens

Urban All areas to be within a 15-minute walk of high quality parks provision

Rural
All sustainable settlements to be within a 15-minute drive of high 

quality regional or district parks provision

Natural and Semi-Natural 

Greenspace

Urban
All areas to be within a 15-minute walk of high quality natural 

greenspace provision

Rural
All areas to be within a 30-minute drive of high quality natural 

greenspace provision

Amenity Greenspace

Urban
All areas to be within a 12-minute walk of high quality amenity 

greenspace provision

Rural
All sustainable settlements to be within a 12-minute walk of high 

quality amenity greenspace 

Provision for 

children and 

young people

Children’s Play

Urban
All areas to be within a 10-minute walk of high quality children’s play 

provision

Rural
All sustainable settlements to be within a 10-minute walk of high 

quality children’s play provision

Young People’s 

Urban
All areas to be within a 15-minute walk of dedicated high quality young 

people’s provision

Rural
All sustainable settlements to be within a 15-minute walk of high 

quality young people’s provision

Allotments and community 

gardens

Urban
All areas to be within a 15-minute walk of high quality allotment 

provision

Rural
All sustainable settlements to be within a 15-minute drive of high 

quality allotments provision

Accessibility



Parks and Gardens 

Accessibility Summary



Analysis area Identified need 

(catchment gap)

Action

Carnforth/Rural Carnforth:

 No catchment gaps in mapping against 

15-minute walk time to the Carnforth 

area 

Sustainable Settlements:

 Gap identified in mapping against 15-

minute drive time for regional and 

district provision to sustainable 

settlements of Hornby, Silverdale and 

Wray. Minor gaps identified at Overton, 

Over Kellet and Warton 

Carnforth:

n/a

Sustainable Settlements:

 Size of gaps is not considered to warrant new 

forms of provision. Exploring options to 

enhance/maintain quality of existing sites such 

as amenity greenspace is recommended (see 

Appendix One)

Heysham and 

Morecambe

 Gaps in 15-minute walk time catchment 

noted in Heysham area

 Minor gap in 15-minute walk time 

catchment noted to south of Morecambe

 Gap is served to some extent by other forms of 

provision like amenity greenspace such as 

Whinisty Field and Meldon Road AGS plus natural 

greenspace like Peel Avenue.

 Gap is served to some extent by other forms of 

provision like amenity greenspace such as 

Braddon Close AGS and Westminster Close AGS

plus natural greenspace like Oxcliffe Road and 

Oxcliffe Road Lake.

 Exploring options to enhance quality of such 

sites is recommended 

Lancaster  No catchment gaps in mapping against 

15-minute walk time

n/a



Semi / Natural Green 

spaces Accessibility 

Summary



Analysis area Identified need 

(catchment gap)

Action

Carnforth/Rural  No catchment gaps in mapping 

against 15-minute walk time to 

Carnforth area

 No catchment gaps in mapping 

against 30-minute drive time

n/a

Heysham and 

Morecambe  

 No catchment gaps in mapping 

against 15-minute walk time

n/a

Lancaster  No catchment gaps in mapping 

against 15-minute walk time

n/a



Amenity Green Spaces 

Accessibility Summary



Analysis area Identified need 

(catchment gap)

Action

Carnforth/Rural  Very minor catchment gap in 12-

minute walk time observed to the 

north of Carnforth settlement

 All Sustainable Settlements are 

within a 12-minute walk of amenity 

greenspace with the exception of 

Overton

 Size of gap is not considered to warrant 

new form of provision. Exploring options 

to enhance/maintain quality of existing 

sites such as Calder Close AGS and Scouts 

Field is recommended

 Exploring opportunities to create access to 

informal open space provision is 

recommended.

Heysham and 

Morecambe 

 No catchment gaps in mapping 

against 12-minute walk time

n/a

Lancaster  No catchment gaps in mapping 

against 12-minute walk time

n/a



Children's Play Provision 

Accessibility Summary



Young People’s Provision 

Accessibility Summary



Dedicated Youth 

Provision Accessibility 

Summary



Analysis area Identified need 

(catchment gap)

Action

Carnforth/Rural Carnforth:

 No catchment gaps in mapping against 10-minute walk time for 

children’s play to Carnforth

 Gap identified in catchment mapping against 15-minute walk 

time for dedicated youth provision to Carnforth area 

Sustainable Settlements:

 Gaps identified in mapping against 10-minute walk time for 

children’s play to sustainable settlements of Brookhouse and 

Over Kellet

 Gap identified in catchment mapping against 15-minute walk 

time for young people’s provision to sustainable settlements of 

Bolton-le-Sands, Brookhouse, Galgate, Hornby, Nether Kellet, 

Overton, Over Kellet, Silverdale, Warton and Wray

 Look to bridge gap by enhancing range/quality of equipment at 

existing sites (i.e. more extensive/diverse equipment) in order 

to cater for older age ranges

Carnforth:

 Exploring such options at either 110.1 (Crag Bank), 210 (Dunkirk 

Ave) and 211 (Kellet Road), 286 (Redruth Drive) and 312 (Crag 

Bank Field) is recommended

Sustainable Settlements

 The two settlements of Brookhouse and Over Kellet are 

identified as having gaps in children’s play and young people’s 

provision. Reviewing these gaps and exploring options to address 

shortfalls is recommended.

 Opportunities to provide additional equipment catering for 

older age ranges at sites identified as providing children’s play 

should be encouraged and explored where possible.

Heysham and 

Morecambe 

 No catchment gaps in mapping against 10-minute walk time for 

children’s play

 Gap identified in catchment mapping against 15-minute walk 

time for dedicated youth provision to Heysham area and east 

of Morecambe area

 Look to bridge gap by enhancing range/quality of equipment at 

existing sites (i.e. more extensive/diverse equipment) in order 

to cater for older age ranges

 Exploring such options at either 228 (Benson Ave), 418 (Happy 

Mount Park) and 126 (Kingsway), 305 (Promenade) is 

recommended

Lancaster  No catchment gaps in mapping against 10-minute walk time for 

children’s play

 Gap identified in catchment mapping against 15-minute walk 

time for dedicated youth provision

 Look to bridge gap by enhancing range/quality of equipment at 

existing sites (i.e. more extensive/diverse equipment) in order 

to cater for older age ranges

 Exploring such options at either 108.1 (Hala- Burrow Beck) & 

108.2 (Abbeystead Drive), 245 (Dorrington Road), 248 

(Winchester Ave), 249 (Palatine), 256 (Barnacres Close), 265 

(Parsons Close), 266 (Viscount Drive) and 267 (The Cedars) is 

recommended



Allotments Accessibility 

Summary



Analysis area Identified need 

(catchment gap)

Action

Carnforth/Rural Carnforth:

 No catchment gaps in mapping 

against 15-minute walk time to 

Carnforth

Sustainable Settlements:

 No catchment gaps in mapping 

against 15-minute drive time to 

sustainable settlements 

Carnforth:

n/a

Sustainable Settlements

n/a

Heysham and 

Morecambe 

 Minor catchment gaps in mapping 

against 15-minute walk time to 

Morecambe area

 No catchment gaps in mapping 

against 15-minute drive time

n/a

Lancaster  No catchment gaps in mapping 

against 15-minute walk time

n/a



Quality and Value
(only available for the 

sample sites which were 
assessed)

 Quality 

High Low 

V
a

lu
e

 High 

Abbeystead Drive Play Area (108.2) Cow Shard 5 aside (157.2) 

Blades Street (314) Ryelands Play Area (237) 

Cedar Road – Marsh (315) Barnacre Close Playing Area (256) 

Cedar Road – Marsh MUGA (390) Tunnel Field 5 a side (338.1) 

Derby Road play area (278)  

Dorrington Road- Play Area (245)  

Fairfield Green Play Area (258)  

Greaves Park Play Area (260)   

Green Ayre Skateboard Park (254)  

Gregson Road (319)  

Hala - Burrow Beck Play Area (108.1)  

Hill road play area (302.1)  

King Georges - Slyne Road play area (236)  

Low Moor Recreation Ground Teen Area (308)  

Luneside West Play Area (403.1)  

Mainways, Cow Shard Play Ground (157.1)  

Newton, Play Area (255)  

Palatine Play Area (249)  

Parsons close play area (265)  

Ridge MUGA, ‘The Addy’ (199.1)  

Ryelands MUGA and skateboard park (238)   

Ryelands Park - Play Area (428.1)  

Scotch Quarry, Play Area (206)  

Sycamore Grove Play Area (283)  

The Cedars - play area (267)  

The Willows (389)  

Thirlmere Road play area (239)  

Viscount Drive play area (266)  

Wentworth Drive 2 Play Area (282)  

Wentworth Drive Play Area (281)  

Williamson Park Play Area (146.1)  

Willow Lane Play Area (284)  

Winchester Avenue Play Area (248)  

Low 
Hasgill Court (317) Hala Basketball Hoop (79.1) 

 Furness Street (316) 

 

Provision for Children 

and Young People 

(Lancaster)



 Quality 

High Low 

V
a

lu
e

 High 

Abbeydale Play Area (426.1) Bartholomew Road (97.1) 

Altham Meadow (391.1) Woodrush Children's Play Area (141) 

Altham Meadows 5 aside (391.2) Borwick Court Play Area (313) 

Bay Cottage play area (221)  

Benson Avenue play area (228)  

Braddon Close - play areas (227)  

Clay Pits Playing Field (135)  

Douglas Park Play Area (148)  

Essington Ave (Schola Green Lane) Play Area 
(134) 

 

Fairfield Park- Play Area (276)  

Fairhaven Way- Play Area (243)  

Grosvenor Park Playground (46)  

Happy Mount Park Children's Play Area (418.1)  

Happy Mount Park Children's Railway (418.2)  

Happy Mount Park Natural Adventure Play 
Area (418.4) 

 

Happy Mount Park Splash Park (418.3)  

Heysham Village Play Area (400)  

Kiln Bank Avenue, Play Area (106)  

Kingsway Play Area (126)  

Langridge Way Play Area (130)  

Marine Road Central Play Area (429)  

Michaelson Ave Play Area (208)  

Morecambe Skatepark (231)  

Peel Avenue Play Area (416.1)  

Plover Drive (268)  

Poulton Road Play Area (94)  

Promenade Climbing Wall (305)  

Race Tower Play Area (111)  

Regent Park Play Ground (229.1)  

Sycamore Gardens, Heysham (395)  

West End Gardens play area (225)  

West End Gardens toddler play area (225.1)  

Westminster Close Play Area (426)  

Low 
  

  

 

Provision for Children 

and Young People 

(Heysham and 

Morecambe)



Provision for Children 

and Young People 

(Carnforth / Rural)

 Quality 

High Low 

V
a
lu

e
 High 

BLS, Packet Lane Play Area (306) Halton St Wilfred's Park Play Area (38.1) 

Cockerham, Main Street Children's Play 
Area (250) 

 

Crag Bank Field (312)  

Crag Bank Play area (110.1)   

Dolphineholme, Star Bank Lane- Play Area 
(171) 

 

Dunkirk Avenue Play Area (210)  

Fell View Play Area (177)  

Galgate Crofters Fold Play area (72)  

Galgate Wharfedale Play Area (33)  

Galgate, The Green Play Area (Beech Ave) 
(169.1) 

 

Glasson Dock- Play Area (402)  

Greaves Hill Lane / Star Bank Lane Play 
Area (420) 

 

Hall Drive Play Area (15.1)  

Halton Low Road Playground (310)  

Halton Mill Lane Play Area (291)  

Home Farm Close Play Area (421)  

Hornby Station Road Play Area (62)  

Kellet Road Play Area (211)  

Manor Lane Play Area (34.1)  

Mill Head Play Area (214)  

Overton Play Area (8)  

Pine Lakes Play Area (186)  

Quernmore Primary School (273)  

Redruth Drive Play Area (286)  

Shaw Lane Play Area (40.1)  

Silverdale Cove Road Play Area (31)  

Slyne Rec Ground Play Area (393.1)  

The Weir, Warton Main Street Play Area 
(213) 

 

Yealand Play Area (303)  

Low 
 Pump Track – Middleton (397.1) 

 Schoolhouse Lane Play Area (424) 

 



 There are 440 sites identified as open space provision; an equivalent to over 1,201

hectares.

 Deficiencies in terms of quantity are more prevalent in areas of Morecambe and

Carnforth.

 Accessibility is generally good; particularly in the Lancaster area. However, gaps in

parks and gardens and amenity greenspaces are noted to the Morecambe and

Carnforth areas. The latter also has some instances of gaps in children’s play.

 Furthermore, gaps in play provision for young people are highlighted across the

District.

 Consultation also highlights concerns to a lack of provision for older children across

the area.

 Quality is good in general although there are sites rating below the thresholds which

could potentially benefit for enhancement.

District Summary



Typology Quantity

(ha per 1,000 

population)

Accessibility Quality

Parks and gardens Sufficient by 0.52 No gaps in provision No deficiency identified

Natural & semi-

natural

Shortfall of 0.73 No gaps in provision Three sites rate below quality threshold: 

Vicarage Field NSN, Ridge Estate 

Community area, Caton Road NSN

Amenity 

greenspace

Sufficient by 0.26 No gaps in provision Luneside West AGS rates below quality 

threshold: 

Children’s Play Sufficient by 0.01 No catchment gaps for children’s play Four sites rate below quality threshold; 

Cow Shard 5-a-side, Ryelands Play Area, 

Barnacre Close Playing Area and Tunnel 

Field 5-a-side

Two sites rate below quality and value 

thresholds; Hala Basketball Hoop and 

Furness Street

Young peoples Shortfall of 0.031 Gap identified in catchment mapping against 15-

minute walk time for dedicated youth provision

Allotments & 

community 

gardens

Sufficient by 0.14 No gaps in provision Not applicable

Lancaster Analysis Area Summary



Typology Quantity

(ha per 1,000 

population)

Accessibility Quality

Parks and gardens Shortfall of 0.039 Gaps in 15-minute walk time catchment noted 

to Heysham area

Minor gap in 15-minute walk time catchment 

noted to south of Morecambe

No deficiency identified

Natural & semi-

natural

Shortfall of 1.06 No gaps in provision Two sites rate below quality threshold: 

Peel Ave NSN and Jenny Nook NSN

Amenity 

greenspace

Shortfall of 0.25 No gaps in provision Peel Ave AGS rates below quality 

threshold

Children’s Play Sufficient by 0.03 No catchment gaps for children’s play Three sites rate below quality 

threshold; Altham Meadows 

(Bartholomew Road), Woodrush Play 

Area and Borwick Court Play AreaYoung peoples Shortfall of 0.02 Gap identified in catchment mapping against 

15-minute walk time for dedicated youth 

provision to Heysham area and east of 

Morecambe area

Allotments & 

community 

gardens

Shortfall of 0.06 No gaps in provision Not applicable

Heysham and Morecambe Analysis Area Summary



Typology Quantity

(ha per 1,000 

population)

Accessibility Quality

Parks and gardens Shortfall of 0.39 Carnforth:   No gaps in provision

Sustainable Settlements:

Gap identified in mapping against 15-minute drive 

time for regional and district provision to Hornby, 

Silverdale and Wray. Minor gaps at Overton, Over 

Kellet & Warton

No assessed sites

Natural & semi-

natural

Sufficient by 12.00 No gaps in provision Two sites rates below threshold for quality; 

Reanes Woods NSN and Lundsfield Quarry 

North; Carnforth

Amenity greenspace Shortfall of 0.04 Very minor catchment gap in 12-minute walk time 

observed to the north of Carnforth 

All Sustainable Settlements are within a 12-minute 

walk with the exception of Overton

Three sites rate below quality threshold: Hall 

Drive AGS, Fell View AGS and Shore Road AGS

Children’s Play Sufficient by 0.04 Carnforth:  No catchment gaps for children’s play

Sustainable Settlements:

Gaps identified in 10-minute walk time for 

children’s play to Brookhouse and Over Kellet

Three sites rate below quality threshold; 

Halton St Wilfred's Park Play Area, Pump 

Track – Middleton and Schoolhouse Lane Play 

Area

Young peoples Shortfall of 0.037 Carnforth:  Gap identified in 15-minute walk time 

for dedicated youth provision

Sustainable Settlements:

Gap identified in 15-minute walk time for young 

people’s provision to Bolton-le-Sands, Brookhouse, 

Galgate, Hornby, Nether Kellet, Overton, Over 

Kellet, Silverdale, Warton and Wray

Allotments & 

community gardens

Shortfall of 0.09 No gaps in provision Not applicable

Carnforth/Rural Analysis Area Summary



Recommendations

 Recommendation 1

 Ensure low quality sites are prioritised for enhancement

 Recommendation 2

 Sites helping or with the potential to serve areas identified as having gaps in catchment 
mapping should be recognised through protection and enhancement 

 Recommendation 3

 Recognise areas with sufficient provision in open space and how they may be able to 
meet other areas of need

 Recommendation 4

 The need for additional cemetery provision should be led by demand



Implications

 The document will inform policies and emerging planning documents by 

assisting in the Council’s approach to securing open spaces.  

 The document will steer the Council in seeking contributions for the 

improvement and/or provision of any new forms of open space through new 

housing development. The evidence should form the basis for negotiation with 

developers to secure contributions for the provision of appropriate facilities and 

its long-term maintenance

 The requirements for on-site or off-site provision will vary according to the open 

space typology to be provided



: Determining developer contributions 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Step 1 - Determine the open space requirement resulting from the 
development based on the recommended quantity standards. 

Step 2 – Consider whether the size of the development warrants 
onsite provision? 

Step 3 – Consider the proximity and location of existing open space 
provision and whether it could help to serve the new development?  

Step 4 – Determine which sites could benefit most from an offsite 
contribution 

Step 5 - Calculate the financial offsite contribution required. 



District Playing Pitch Strategy 2018 Update



 Stage A: Prepare and tailor the approach Complete

 Stage B: Gather information and views on the supply of and demand for 

provision Complete

 Stage C: Assess the supply and demand information and views Complete

 Stage D: Develop the strategy and action plan (including the planning focused 

elements such as the housing growth scenarios)

 Stage E: Deliver the strategy and keep it robust and up to date



 Pitch sports:

 Football pitches

 Rugby union pitches

 Rugby league pitches

 Cricket pitches

 Third generation artificial grass (3G) pitches 

 Artificial grass pitches (including use for hockey)

 Lacrosse

 American football

 Ultimate Frisbee

 Outdoor sports will be assessed using Sport England’s Assessing Needs and Opportunities 
Guidance (2014). Non-pitch outdoor sports require a different methodology to assess demand 
and supply to that used for pitch sports. 

 Outdoor sports:

 Outdoor bowling greens

 Outdoor tennis courts

 Athletics tracks

 Outdoor netball courts


